Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.131; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
N'-[4-(Dimethylamino)benzylidene]-3-hydroxybenzohydrazide

Y. Nie
Comment Schiff base compounds have been widely investigated due to their easy synthesis, versatile structures and wide applications (Sigman & Jacobsen, 1998; Akitsu & Einaga, 2006; Pradeep, 2005; Butcher et al., 2005) . The excellent antibacterial and antitumor properties of such compounds have attracted much interest in recent years (Hodnett & Mooney, 1970; Bahner et al., 1968; Merchant & Chothia, 1970) . In order to investigate further the structures of such compounds, the new title Schiff base compound is reported on here.
The dihedral angle between the two benzene rings in the molecule (Fig. 1 ) of the title compound is 9.2 (2)°. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked through intermolecular O-H···O, O-H···N and N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , forming layers parallel to the bc plane (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
The title compound was obtained by stirring of 4-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde (0.1 mmol, 14.9 mg) and 3-hydroxybenzoic acid hydrazide (0.1 mmol, 15.2 mg) in a methanol solution (10 ml) at room temperature. Yellow block-shaped single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were formed from the solution after seven days.
Refinement
H3A was located from a difference Fourier map and refined with the N-H distance restrained to 0.90 (1) Å, and U iso (H) = 0.08 Å 2 . Other H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96Å and O-H = 0.82 Å) and treated as riding atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (O and methyl-C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. 
